
 

                                                                                          Dlouhá 5 
                                                                                                     110 00 Praha 1 

                                                                                                     info@dvoraksec.com 
          www.dvoraksec.com 

PRESS RELEASE 

Masker| Tree Growing from His Ear! 

Exhibition open from 24.2.2012 

Opening: 23. February 18:00   

 

 

Gallery dvorak sec contemporary is pleased to 

announce its new exhibition of Jakub Matuska 

(1981), one of the most outstanding talents of the 

young generation today. Jakub Matuska can be also 

known under the pseudonym Masker. His distinctive 

figures can be found on street realizations on walls 

in Prague and also in London, New York or on the 

large-scale ceiling realization in Třebešice castle near 

Prague. 

 

Masker graduated from the Prague Academy of Fine Arts in painting, studio of Vladimir Skrepl (2003-2009), 

who is regarded as one of the principal professors of the young generation. During his studies at the Prague 

Academy, Jakub Matuska graduated from the academic residence at Cooper Union in New York and at 

Middlesex University in London, where he gained insight into current trends and contributed his personal 

enrichment of painting. Masker's work established itself on the offical art scene and on the Czech art scene 

helped change minds on the viewpoint of street art. In 2011 he won the National Gallery 333 Prize, awarded by 

the National Gallery. In 2010 he appeared among the finalists of the Chalupecký Prize, where he was among 

the favorites for the title. Along with five other graffiti artists, street artist Jakub Matuska successfully 

represented the Czech Republic at the 2010 Expo in Shanghai. His street art work was awarded in the first 

graffiti festival in the Czech Republic Names in 2008. After the exhibition at dvorak sec contemporary Masker 

will present his works at a first solo exhibition in London. 

 

The visuality of Maskers work is based on his street art figural realization. Breadth of his talent further spans in 

photography, video, installations in form of object design. The most important component in Masker’s painting 

which develops even further after graduating is the increase of precision and persuasiveness. Jakub Matuska 

expresses himself through traditional easel painting, but in which he also implements the technical elements of 

street art.  His work is enriched by the expressive elements of street art, but is also conditional on the creation 

of master painters like Pablo Picasso and Marc Chagall. The understanding of his world, however, also 

corresponds with late-medieval painting, vivid color and gesture of the stream between the wars of the 

German Expressionism. A distinct undertone also expresses surreal allusions. 

 

„Through his canvases Masker expresses a flexible, flowing and evaporating biomorphic world; he not only 

creates spaces within spaces, but also happenings developing into other happenings. Masker’s approach is long 

term characterized by long stretches of fullness within the frame, dramatized by alternating different 

perspectives. Masker is attracted to a variety of environmental intrusions, overlaps into other areas, causing 

reflections on what might be around the corner; however which is already hidden from sight. Masker transmits 

ordinary stories into extraordinary worlds in which the tragic is intertwined with the comic, tender with cruel, 

happy with painful, the civil with mythical.” Karel Srp 

 
On occasion of the exhibition there is a catalogue of Masker’s latest works with text by Karel Srp. 
 

For more information please contact the gallery on +420 723 818 480 or via email at info@dvoraksec.com. 


